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Learning Behaviors Reasons for Behaviors of an English Learner 

May have poor auditory 
memory 

An English Learner may require more time and effort to make meaning of 
what s/he hears due to the effort required for processing and building 
comprehension between two languages. 

May have difficulty 
concentrating 

An English Learner may experience interruptions in his/her concentration 
due to the additional effort needed to process information.  (To minimize 
this, lessons should include explicit language and content objectives that 
are consistently referred to, multi-modal activities, and positive 
reinforcement for effort.) 

May seem easily 
frustrated 

An English Learner’s frustration may stem from: 

 Not understanding instructions 

 Not receiving sufficient time to process or complete a task 

 Being taught with materials that are beyond their individual, 
instructional or frustration level without additional supports 

 Receiving too much information or too many parts of a sequence at a 
time 

 Receiving information through a single modality (e.g., teacher gives 
instructions orally, but does not also write them) 

Slow to process 
challenging/complex 
language (e.g., complex 
sentences, high lexile 
level, specialized/difficult 
vocabulary, complex 
rhetorical structures, 
puns, irony, tone) 

An English Learner may appear disengaged, withdrawn or confused.  The 
EL may need more time to process language with strategies such as: 

 Chunking 

 Wait time 

 Repetition 

 Visuals 

 Opportunities to discuss meaning 

Learning Behaviors Reasons for Behaviors of an English Learner 

Slow/limited respond to 
instruction and 
intervention 

An English Learner may require specific supports based on an individually 
identified language proficiency need that may not be present in typical 
instruction or intervention.  Additional supports may be primary language 
support, SDAIE strategies, and differentiation, to name a few.  

English Learner appears 
fluent in social 
conversation, but has 
difficulty listening, 
speaking, reading and 
writing using academic 
language 

An English Learner typically acquires social language faster than academic 
language, because social language is more contextualized and more often 
practiced.   

         

 

In guiding teachers of English Learners towards effective interventions, the SSPT must recognize 

that teachers can only respond to what children are trying to do, build on their existing 

strategies and help them to develop other strategies that they do not yet have.   

Table 2.1 Understanding Behaviors of Students with Insufficient Integrated and Designated ELD Instruction   

                                                                                 (Adapted from the work of Catherine Collier) 
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